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Homes on Bell: New subdivision in the city

By Allison E. Beatty

eighborhoods usually do not
N qualify as .ml:u:rmsmm But

one developer 15 creating a
Chicaoo version of g subdivision in
the "ﬂrlckr.'-r Park neighborhood on
the Mear Northwest Side,

Homes on Bell, by Clucago-based
Paramount Homes, 15 a group of
10 single-family custom and semi-
custom houwzes 0 a two-=hlock
strelch of Morth Bell Avenue,

They Todm o community of new
housing in an area that has exper-
enved a SUTEE 100 Oy atmons.

Paramount offers four two-story |

fMloor plans that can be modifed
and cxpanded, The three- and four-
bedroom houses, with 1% (o 31
bathrooms, mnge from 1450 o
3,000 square fect.

Six of the 10 houses have been
sold. Prices start at %139,500, with
miost houses selling in the $175,000
o 5200000 range when m::u.flﬂ.a
tions and options are included,
cording to Bruce Fopelson, pl'l:ilv
dent of Paramount Homes.

MNeanng completion 15 a now
madel az Homes on Bell, Priced

Patrick FitzGerald designed
Homes on Bell through an ar-
chitectural lirm that bears his
name. The foor plans were de-
signed to allow buvers to create
their own homes without signifi-
cant ¢ost o redraw floor plans, he
said. Bedrooms can be added or
maved (o another pan of the floar
plan, for example.

That approach appealed to Fer-
nando and K:ﬂh ' Arias, They
purchased a [,500-square-foot,
threc-bedroom hn.'.-us.e on the 1300
block of Morth Bell Avenue and
added o basement 1o bring the size
to 2,250 square fect. They liked the
character of the neighborhood and
wanted flexibility in floor-plan de-
sign that Paramount offe

Subdivisions

from 5200000, the three-bedroom
home at 1455 N, Bell Ave, has
2,300 square feet. It is open from
noon o4 pom. on Sundays,

Among the upgrades availlable
are volume ceilings, fircplaces, a
patio or deck, a two-car garnge,
andl & 'H."L1t|'|l'||" svslem.

. Parmmount Homes also 15 sellin
four lois in Bucktown and one a
ditional lot in Wicker Park.

The houses cater 1o people who
'-ﬂnl: to live in ljic city, hulrwam
the extra space thar g s amily
home offers, Fogelson !.m{Ek'

He added that his new construc-
tion has spurred renovation on Bell
Avenuve. “About 60 1o 70 percent
of the homes on the two blocks
have undergone a major b or
facelilt in the Jast 12 to 138
months,” he said.

When residents began renovating
in Wicker Park and neghbonng
Buckiown 10 wears ago, houscs

were being prced for the first-time
buyer, according to David Grzenia,
senior vice president of Celonial
Bank, 5850 H:lmunt Ave.

“Prices escalated until it got to
the point in the late 'B0s where
people couldn’t aflford to live
there,” Grzenia said. “[ think
Paramount has found a niche in
providing o product that is more
affordable

Wicker Park 15 a mix of urban
professionals and families who
want city living without the higher
prices in arcas fi cast along
the lake, said Janice Corley,
managing broker for Coldwell
Banker s office at 1600
W, Diversey Phwy.

*From a practical standpoint,
these homes are more affordable
than homes in DePaul and Lake-
view, where prices are m thi
$200,000 to $300,000 range,” Cor-
ey said. “Most of these buvers
used 1o buy condos, but when they
add up the asscssments, they find
that they can afford a single-family
home and have more space and a
vard,”

—mbts .

*Most butlders wall say that vou Wrna pa by donn Hanciey
can have package A, B or C and  Bruce Fogelson, Frﬂaid&nt of Paramount Homes, stands in front of ‘
Emf! from five options,” Ferman-  two of the singla-family homes he built on Bell Avenue in Chicago. =
inﬁ;#sr:itgu:ﬁmﬁdr:ﬁ?;t Iﬁum; people in a neighborbood. There  Avenue 15 two blocks west .:.]‘ ———
neighborhood is fury scttled and 1€ rh.mll'g:. I 'lh{:n: who are  Damen Avenue and two blocks
includes many families, FitzGerald home dunng the cast of Western Avenue. The telé-
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said. "There is something to be Homes on Bell is hthml:n North  phone number for the d.ui'n:lapnmm

sard for not having all prolessional  Avenue and Division Street. Bell 15 312-525-9077.

15 Home Gulde




